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Division 51: Country High School Hostels Authority, $7 736 000 — 
Ms D.J. Guise, Chairman. 

Mr M. McGowan, Minister for Education and Training. 

Ms S. O’Neill, Director General, Department of Education and Training. 

Mr J. Hopkins, Director. 

Mr C. Shimmon, Manager, Finance. 

Mrs N. Jeffery, Acting Executive Director, Policy Planning and Accountability, Department of Education and 
Training. 

The CHAIRMAN: The member for South Perth has the first question.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: My question relates to the capital works program on page 875 of the Budget Statements. 
An item under “Works in Progress” refers to the bus replacement program and seatbelts. How many new buses 
will be purchased in the coming financial year?  

Mr M. McGOWAN: Two new buses will purchased from this budget, and the Department of Education and 
Training is also purchasing others.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Why was there no allocation for the bus replacement program in the 2007-08 budget? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: DET was buying them, so there is a bit of a mix-up. DET buys some, and the Country 
High Schools Hostels Authority buys others. I think seven new buses sounds pretty good to me. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Page 872 of the Budget Statements lists significant issues and trends. The second dot 
point relates to the increasing demands being placed on boarding services, and my question is about Esperance 
Residential College. An increase in population in Hopetoun as a result of the new mining venture will add to the 
demand for boarding services in this region. Esperance Residential College was designed to accommodate 80 
students, but it currently has 100 boarders in residence. At the beginning of the year students were turned away 
from the college because it was operating at full capacity. On 14 November 2006, the then Minister for 
Education and Training acknowledged in Parliament that a master plan to extend Esperance Residential College 
to a capacity of 144 students, at a cost of $13.9 million, had been submitted for consideration as part of the 
2007-08 budget process. Will the minister explain why the Esperance Residential College upgrade was not 
funded in this budget? Will he give an assurance — 

The CHAIRMAN: How many questions has the member got? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: There is only one more part to this question, Madam Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN: All right then; I am feeling generous.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Will the minister give an assurance that the long-awaited upgrade will be prioritised? I 
will hold that there, because I am very respectful of Madam Chair.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I realise there is a lot of concern in Esperance about the residential college. When I opened 
the $11 million upgrade to Esperance Senior High School last year, I went and quickly looked at the residential 
college with the principal of the college, and perhaps even the principal of the school. I realised there is a 
demand in Esperance and the surrounding areas for it. There is no money in this year’s budget, and I cannot give 
a guarantee on when it will be funded. However, as I outlined to the member before, there are a number of 
expansions. The other week the Premier and I turned the sod on a brand-new, massive 64-bed expansion of 
Albany Hostel. I inherited a hostel in Broome that was being constructed for 44 students. I freed up some money 
last year to expand it to accommodate perhaps 72 or 75 students, so there has been a big expansion. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Esperance must be getting really close then!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: It is something that I am aware of, and I know the people there are agitating for it. It is just 
another one of those things that I would like to do if I had the money, but we do not have enough capacity at the 
moment. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I have a further question. Apparently there were some upgrades to Northam Residential 
College. Are any further upgrades planned for Northam?  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am advised that there is no need to expand it. I assume the member is asking this 
question on behalf of one of his colleagues, for whom Northam is close to his heart. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I am a team player, minister, yes. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will let Jim answer that. There are no plans to expand, but he can explain what it is like. 
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Mr J. Hopkins: Northam Residential College is very close to capacity. It has been well upgraded in recent years 
with staff accommodation. We have spent good money maintaining the facility, and all the students have single-
room accommodation. We added a small swimming pool last year and we are improving the exterior of the 
college. It is in a very good state, but there is no real pressure at this stage for any additional student 
accommodation at that residential college.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Does the minister think that Esperance and Narrogin agriculture colleges will probably 
come before that?  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I might ask Max to see what he thinks about that.  

The CHAIRMAN: Nice try, member for Wagin. Are there any further questions? 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I have one more, if the Chair will take one more. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: This question leads on from the question I asked in the previous division. It relates to 
service 1 on page 874. Katanning Residential College has really struggled over the years with the number of 
students. It had reached the stage at which it was under threat of closure. I understand it built the number of 
students up to around 40, but there was a plan that I thought was happening in the middle of this year for 
Clontarf Academy to run a program and for Clontarf students to operate out of that residential college. I have not 
heard anything about it. If the minister is not sure about it, I wonder whether Mr Hopkins could throw some light 
on it for me. If it is not happening in the middle of this year, when is it thought that it may happen and who will 
fund it?  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I do not have an allocation to fund Clontarf Academy at Katanning. If Clontarf itself has 
the capacity to do so, that is something it may be doing. I do not have any money at this stage to do anything 
there. As I said, we are putting a football academy in Halls Creek. 

Mr T.K. WALDRON: That is great.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: It will, no doubt, be well received up there.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: I do not want to go to the wall on this; maybe it is something we need to talk about after.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I think there are discussions between Clontarf and the school, but I would urge any 
decisions about these matters to be made centrally, so that the cost does not fall to the department at some point. 
We have to ensure that all these things are approved centrally before they take place.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: So they cannot sneak them through! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is the issue.  

Mr T.K. WALDRON: That is fair enough.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have to ensure that we have a proper allocation for these things. They are great 
academies and they do a wonderful job, but they are not inexpensive, and we have to ensure that we allocate 
them where the greatest demand is, rather than where there might be a local arrangement.  

The appropriation was recommended.  
[8.00 pm] 
 


